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We want to compare the Dutch situation to other places:   

- What does it mean to get divorced? Is it considered taboo?  

- For what reasons people get a divorce? Is it hard to get a divorce? What is the procedure? 
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Divorce rates have been going up ever since the 1960s, when self-realization steadily became more 

and more important to us, compared to values like tradition and marital stability. One in three 

marriages now ends in a divorce, and people are less and less ashamed of divorcing. Until recently, 

it was even possible to get a superfast divorce without the involvement of a judge.  And this year, 

the first Divorce Fair was a great commercial success. 

 

Recently, as in other western countries, divorced fathers in the Netherlands who feel discriminated 

against by custody judges, have been especially vocal about their concerns to remain important 

figures in the lives of their children even after divorce (a movement calling itself Fathers for 



- Which partner has the most favorable outcome of a divorce, the man or the woman? 

- Is mediation, relation therapy and counseling something that is done a lot in your country? 

- Do you know people who are in the process of getting a divorce or plan to do so in the near 

future? 
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We'd love to explore this topic worldwide:  

- What’s the place of violence in your culture? 

- What’s the level of acceptance? Are risk and violence minimized in the same way as we 

described above?  

- How do people give way to their violent impulses? Can you find us stories on surrogate 

violence?  

 

Although the direction of this topic is not very clear yet, we would love to hear your response, as we 

think that it could be very interesting to dive into this theme. 
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The Netherlands 

The Dutch as a people have long been telling themselves they don’t have a violent culture: we 

have long believed in a self-styled image of tolerance, talk-before-action, and peacefulness. 

Weapons are forbidden, violence is taboo, and safety is a key political issue. As with violence, risk 

is minimized: children have to wear helmets on the bike, playing grounds have rubber mats so that 

they can’t hurt themselves and boys are not allowed to fight in the schoolyard, as they’re told by 

their mostly female teachers. Violence and risk are minimized, because it does not fit in a modern 

society.  

 

At the same time, it seems that violence needs to get out somehow. Violent games sales are up, 

and there are reports of random street violence and more weapons are carried and used. Is Dutch 

culture turning violent? Or have we always been? How deep is violent behavior hidden in us and is 

it even possible to eradicate it completely?  
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